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03 EditionOnline
Greetings Shipmates,

04 NewsFrom
Cyberspace & Mail Sorry I'm a little tardy with my contribution to the

newsletter, I've been busy with helping Jane through her

UG Bransonlpdate recovery from a broken arm which occurred this past

08 Branson- September. Unbelievable circumstance that this
Registration happened. We were at the last STL Cardinal baseball
11 EC121Survivors game when in the bottom of the 8th inning a Matt

Carpenter foul ball hit her left forearm and broke it. She
is slowly recovering but, I'm still the chief cook, bottle
washer and laundress.

Speaking of recoveries, Shipmate Mack Stotts is
recovering from open heart quad bypass surgery. I talked
to Judy and Mack briefly last week and they assured me
they are planning on attending the reunion.

I
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Paula Kuebler is recovery from a fall after undergoing Knee replacement surgery.
Rich informed me this has really set her recovery back. It will take a year before
she will recover from the damage.

Please keep these families and all our shipmates in your thoughts and prayers. If
you get a chance, drop them a card or note. Also let us know if we missed
recognizing anyone.

Address for;
Roy Stotts

Address Removed

Groves, TX. Address Remeved

Paula Kuebler

Address Removed

Hou Ston' TX. Address Removed

The reunion is a go, so get your reservations in ASAP. Sally has worked her magic
after the unexpected sale of the Clarion and the chaos trying to work with the new
management. She had no choice but to make new arrangements with the Grand
Plaza. Sally is the“Grand Dame” of our VW-1 All Hands Alumni Assoc. please show
her your appreciation for the great job she does.

Shirt sales has slowed to a trickle, please don’t wait to order if you want a shirt by
the reunion. We still need someone to take over Ship Stores.
God Bless and stay warm, hope to see you in Branson.

Ralph

p.s. It's 8 degrees today and go well below zero degrees the next few days, wish | was in Florida.
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Newsletter now online
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Ready for Branson?

—
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April 23-28, 2017
Registration Deadline March 20, 2019
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VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE !!!

Please note, your activities fee is 100% refundable through April 10, 2019. We ask for early registration to
facilitate finalizing numbers for contracts requiring the purchase of tickets and providing for proper number
of buses needed. Your cooperation is appreciated.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS for this reunion are to be made by attendees. Call the Grand Plaza

Hotel (245 N. Wildwood Dr.) @417-336-6646 and ask for Group Sales. Our contacts there are

Mary and Mark. The VW-1 Alumni Rate: $ 69.00 (standard room) per night, plus tax and

surcharge. Also available: Mini-suites @ $79 / King feature @ $99 / Family Suite @$119. These

rates will be honored 2 days prior and following the reunion. Breakfast buffet included in hotel

restaurant. We have 40 rooms being held until March 22, 2019. Please make your reservation

early.Let us know whether you will be staying at the Grand Plaza.
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Tuesday, April 23.Registration Noon to 7 P.M. $ 25.00 Per Person (pp). ncluded in $ 25.00
registration fee above: Continual buffets on Tuesday from 12:30 to 3:30 and from 4,00 to 6:30 w/
soda, beer, coffee, iced tea, plus five day use of hospitality room.

Wednesday, April 24th

9:30 a.m. Bus: Shepherd of the Hills “Homestead Tour (tram, not walking) with history guide and
tower view opportunity. Approx. 3 hours. (9:30 AM - 1:30 PM) $ 25.00 pp

Lunch on your own

Million Dollar Quartet Evening Show. 7:15 PM to 10:30 PM. Music from an historic jam
session w/ Presley, Cash, Carl Perkins & Jerry Lee Lewis. $ 50.00 pp

Thursday, April 25

Showboat Branson Belle Lunch Cruise 10.45 AM to 3:00 PM $ 60.00 pp
Evening Free Time - Hospitality Room open until 11 PM

Friday, April 26
GOLF - See President Ralph Link for departure time and costs.

Business Meeting 4 to 5:30 PM PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND
Note: Please give some thought to running for office. The current Secretary, Treasurer
and Reunion Planner is stepping down and these offices will need to be filled.

Bar-B-Que Buffet Dinner — 5:30 to 7:00 PM. $ 11:00 pp
Saturday, April 27th
Samson @Sight & Sound Theatre 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM $ 60:00 pp

Farewell Banquet Buffet Dinner 6:00 to 7:30 PM $ 15.00 pp

Auction @7:30 p.m. in Hospitality Room - Please bring an auction item to go on the block.
Jack Gergal will officiate as auctioneer.Check out time is 11 A.M. on Sunday, April 28th.

On the enroliment form, circle the dollar values of activities you select and make a check for the
correct amount payable to:

Sally Metzger, VW-1 Treasurer and send to:

Sally Metzger, VW-1 Treasurer, Address Removed Hernando, Address Removed
Any questions? e-mail Sally Metzger @ Email Removed or call Phone Removed
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Branson Reunion Registration Form
April 23 - 28 (5 Nights)
Deadline March 20, 2019

Please note your activities fee is 100% refundable through April 10, 2019. We ask for early registration to facilitate
finalizing numbers for contracts requiring the purchase of tickets and providing for proper number of buses needed. Your
cooperation is appreciated.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS for this reunion are to be made by attendees. Call the Grand Plaza Hotel
(245 N. Wildwood Dr.) @417-336-6646 and ask for Group Sales. Our contacts there are Mary and
Mark. The VW-1 Alumni Rate: $ 69.00 (standard room) per night, plus tax and surcharge. Also
available: Mini-suites @ $79 / King feature @ $99 / Family Suite @$119. These rates will be honored 2
days prior and following the reunion. Breakfast buffet included in hotel restaurant. We have 40 rooms
being held until March 22, 2019. Please make your reservation early. Check below whether you will be
staying at the Grand Plaza.

I will will not be staying at the Grand Plaza Cell #:

Registration: Tuesday, April 23rd Noonto 7 P.M. $ 25.00 Per Person (pp)

Name(s)

Included in $ 25.00 registration fee above: Continual buffets on Tuesday from 12:30 to 3:30 and from
4,00 to 6:30 w/ soda, beer, coffee, iced tea, plus five day use of hospitality room.

EVENTS: Please include payment for the events you select with your registration.
Wednesday, April 24th 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM

Shepherd of the Hills Tram Homestead Tour $ 25.00 pp

Includes transportation and activity fees. Ride the Tram with a history guide, stop and visit the

homestead; includes a tower view opportunity. Prox. 3 hours. Lunch on your own.

Name(s)

Million Dollar Quartet 7:15 to 10:30 p.m. $ 50.00 pp
Music from an historic jam session w/ Presley, Cash, Carl Perkins & Jerry Lee Lewis.

Name(s)
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Thursday, April 25th
Showboat Branson Belle Lunch Cruise 10.45 AM to 3:00 PM $ 60.00 pp

Name(s)

Evening Free Time - Hospitality Room open until 11 PM
Friday, April 26th
GOLF — See President Ralph Link for departure time and costs. Please sign up below:

Name(s)

Business Meeting 4 to 5:30 PM PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND

Note: Please give some thought to running for office. The current Secretary, Treasurer and Reunion
Planner is stepping down and these offices will need to be filled.

Bar-B-Que Buffet Dinner — 5:30 to 7:00 PM. $ 11:00 pp

Names:

Evening Free Time — Hospitality Room open until 11 P.M.

Saturday, April 27th

Samson @Sight & Sound Theatre 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM $ 60:00 pp
Farewell Banquet Buffet Dinner 6:00to 7:30 PM  $ 15.00 pp

Name(s)

Auction @7:30 p.m. in Hospitality Room - Please bring an auction item to go on the block. Jack
Gergal will officiate as auctioneer.

Check out time is 11 A.M. on Sunday, April 28th

Circle the dollar values of activities you select and make a check for the correct amount payable to Sally
Metzger, VW-1 Treasurer and send to:

Sally Metzger, VW-1 Treasurer, Address Removed Hernando, Address Removed

Any questions? e-mail Sally Metzger @ Email Removed or call 52-400-9097



VW-1 All Hands Shirt Order Form

Women

Legend (Style) MB=Mens Blue. MG=Mens Gold WE=Womens Blue. WG=Womens Gold
{Logol TRK=Tracker, VW1=Pegasas

Name on Shirt Years Served  Style Size Qty LOGO Cost
Sub Total
Shirt Cost= $40 per shirt Smi up to XL + $2 for XXXL +$4 XXXL 9% Tax
Shipping = $5 per shirt Shipping
Total Cost

: Make check out to Ralph Link
Mail to:

Ralph Link

Address Removed

Address Removed
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EC-121 Survivors

- EC-121T, AF Serial No. 52-3417 (N4257L) is located at University of Montana at its University of
Montana-Helena College of Technology facility in Helena, Montana. The aircraft is the oldest surviving
EC-121, and was delivered to the USAF as a RC-121D in September 1954, and upgraded to an EC-121"
in 1970. It served with the Air Force Reserve at Homestead Air Force Base before being retired to Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base in March 1976. In the early 1980s, the university purchased the aircraft from the
Air Force for $10,000 and it was ferried to the university in July 1981. In spring 2009, it was declared
surplus by the university and offered to any museum interested in preserving it. The aircraft was
eventually acquired by the Evergreen Aviation and Space Museum in McMinnville, Oregon, but it is still ir
Helena pending completion of restoration for its ferry flight.

N4257U (AF Ser No. 52-3418) on
display at the Combat Air Museum
in Topeka, KS.

e e st L A e Y
EC-121T, AF Serial No. 52-3418 (N4257U), c/n 4336, final registration N4257U is on display at the
Combat Air Museum in Topeka, Kansas. The aircraft was delivered to USAF in October 1954 as an
RC-121D and redesignated an EC-121D in 1962. It was converted to an EC-121T, but the upper radome
has been removed.

EC-121T, AF Serial No. 52-3425, is on display at the Peterson Air and Space Museum at Peterson AFB |
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Previously assigned to the 966th AEWCS at McCoy AFB, Florida and then
the 79th AEWCS at Homestead AFB, Florida, it was the last operational EC-121 and was deployed by th
79th AEWCS to NAS Keflavik, Iceland. It was delivered to Peterson AFB in October 1978.

- EC-121D, Navy BuNo 141311, is on display at the Chanute Aerospace Museum at the former Chanute
AFB in Rantoul, lllinois.[41]

- EC-121K, Navy BuNo 143221, is on display at the National Naval Aviation Museum at Naval Air Station
Pensacola in Pensacola, Florida. The aircraft was acquired in flyable condition in 1973 from Training
Squadron 86 (VT-86) at NAS Glynco, Georgia. It is on display at the Sherman Field flight line annex of th
museum.

Page 11| VW-1 Tracker



- EC-121T, AF Serial No. 53-0548, is owned by Yanks Air Museum in Chino, California. It was stored
at Camarillo Airport, while Yanks was working to get it restored and to complete FAA paperwork for a
ferry flight. The final maintenance efforts by Yanks Restoration Director Frank Wright included a
rebuild of engine #4 in early January, 2012. 53-0548 departed Camarillo at 12:10PM on Saturday, 14
January 2012 for the 90-minute flight to Chino, where it will become a static display.

- EC-121K, Navy BuNo 141309 is displayed as AF Serial Number 53-0552 at the Aerospace
Museum of California at the former McClellan AFB, California. (The actual 53-552 was flown to
Tinker AFB in the late 1970s and put on static display for the 552nd Airborne Warning and Control
Wing.)

- EC-121T, AF Serial No. 53-0554, is on display at the Pima Air & Space Museum, adjacent to
Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson, Arizona.

- EC-121D, AF Serial No. 53-0555 is on display at the National Museum of the United States Air
Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio. The College Eye EC-121D is fully
restored and on display indoors. This aircraft was nicknamed "Triple Nickel" because of its serial
number (53-555). On 24 October 1967, while operating over the Gulf of Tonkin, it guided a U.S.
fighter by radar into position to destroy an enemy fighter aircraft, a MiG-21. This was the first time a
weapons controller aboard an airborne radar aircraft had ever directed a successful attack on an
enemy aircraft. "Triple Nickel" was retired to the USAF Museum in 1971.

- EC-121, 53-552, is on display at Tinker Air Force Base, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The aircraft
is on static display outside 552d Air Control Wing Headquarters, the home of E-3B/C AWACS
operations for the USAF.

 EC-121 on display at Tinker AFB

EC-121K, Navy BuNo 141297, is on display at the Museum of Aviation at Robins Air Force Base,
Georgia. It was flown to the museum in 1987 for display.
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